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Science without religion is lame
Religion without science is blind

1 Peiris et al. The Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. N Engl J Med349, 2431-2441 (2003).
Steinhauer, Domingo and Holland. Lack of evidence for proofreading mechanisms associated with an RNA virus polymerase. 
GeneVol 122 Issue 2, 281-288 (1992).
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I Can Fly
Unique educational experience 

“Nothing great can be achieved without enthusiasm” is 
what I have learnt from the seventh “I Can Fly” programme 

This programme helps local young people from F.3 to F.6 
nurture an enthusiasm for aviation and a spirit of social service and I was so lucky to be 
one of them. We participated in ground school training, aviation facility visits, a short video 
competition and a self-designed social service project.

From 7 to 12 August, I experienced the life of a cadet pilot and enjoyed a once-in-a-lifetime 

plane as if I was controlling the whole world under my feet. The sky was blue, spacious and 
beautiful. It was amazing and unbelievable!

6A Lam Ho Wai

2B
2B

6D

6B

Meeting an
Australian pilot



Chatteris Summer English 

This year some of our students were lucky enough to be 
selected to take part in a summer camp focused on 

took part in a variety of speaking activities with native 
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Gopher Science Lab, a fruitful experience to all

MH,JP PMSM
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1987

Gopher Science Lab
                       Students as Teachers

In July, as part of our Science Enhancement 
Programme, our students prepared themselves 
under the guidance of our teachers to be ‘student 
teachers’ teaching primary school students from 
Tseung Kwan O and Kwun Tong a range of science 
activities through The Gopher Science Lab, a STEM 
initiative.

The Gopher Science Lab, developed by the Royal Society of Biology 
and the Biomedical Society, is a peer to peer learning programme. The 
principles of the activities are simple enough for primary school students to 
understand but also interesting and hands on as to encourage students’ 
curiosity in science.

Our students were divided in groups of three and each group was assigned 
an experiment to teach to groups of Primary 5 students that rotated 
between the different experiments in English.

For each of the experiments our students had to plan how to teach their 
experiment and had to make either a display board or a PowerPoint 
presentation where they explained the concept that they wanted 
to teach. Not only did our students develop their skills in planning, 
organisation, communication and presentation, but they really improved 

enjoyed themselves throughout the programme and highly appreciated 
our students’ clear and interesting presentations.

This programme will continue to run this year and it is hoped that more 

3D STEM
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STEM
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Gopher Science Lab: Students as Teachers
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Miss Sheryl Lau

Head of English Department
Carmel Secondary School

Realizing that critical literacy is one of 
the most important and challenging skills 
students need to master, our school has 
joined the 3-year Collaborative Research 
and Development (SEED Project) organized 
by the Native-speaking English Teachers 
(NET) Section, EDB. The name of the project 
“CRAW” tells the focus of this project best, 
which is to develop “Critical Readers and 
Writers” through reading-driven units of work.

In year 2015-16, all the English teachers of 
Carmel Secondary Schools attended seven 
workshops to be better equipped with the 
teaching of critical literacy. The S1 teachers 
had regular meetings with the experts from 
the NET Section and universities to develop 
a unit of work which explores the notions of 
stereotypes and positioning as well as how 

With critical literacy itself being a challenging 
skill, and the elements and concepts 
introduced in the unit involving a lot of high-
order thinking skills, the development of this 
unit of work is an ambitious, demanding, 
yet rewarding journey and experience. 
Teachers and experts from the NET Section 
collaborated closely on the design of 
materials and exploration of interactive 
pedagogies to ensure the effective delivery 
of the designed materials in classrooms. 
Lesson observations were frequently carried 
out during the implementation of the 
project and post-lesson conferences were 
arranged to perfect the materials and to 
further facilitate learning and teaching.

Rounding off the project, focus group 
interviews with students about the project 
were conducted for evaluation. The 
feedback from students was encouraging. 
Students especially welcomed the inclusion 
of high-order thinking questions and the 
topics of stereotypes which encourage 

themselves in relation to their life experience. 

to master, they embraced the chances of 
being challenged.

On 24 th September 2016, Miss Sheryl Lau 
and Mrs. Ellen Kan were invited by the NET 
Section to share this fruitful and rewarding 
experience with other schools. Not only 
did this occasion offer a platform for 

precious opportunity for English teachers 
from different schools to have professional 
exchange on the teaching of reading and 
critical literacy.

The participation of this project is a true 
representation of and resonance with the 
major concern of the school, i.e. Gear Up, 
Go the Extra Mile, in the aspects of both 
teachers’ development and curriculum 
reform. Teachers are looking forward to the 
coming two years with more profound ideas 
being explored and achieved in the designs 
of the units of work.
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